


yards in California’s central coast. Becker also began to develop a single vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon in Oakville for
the Kelleher Family and Balcom Family Vineyard.

By 2004, Becker's wine and vineyard consulting business, Becker Wines and Vineyard Management, had matured to a
full-time business with 10 clients. He also created his own wines, inspired in part by a 2005 trip to France during which
Becker fell in love with Rhone wines. He decided to create a Gigondas-style blend called “Bad Habit” under the
Michael Austin label that he had created with a long-time friend. To perfect this wine, he contacted Somerston about
a Grenache he knew they were growing on the Priest Ranch property. On his first visit, in his own words, “l was blown
away.

Later in 2005, Somerston founder Allan Chapman contacted Becker about making his wines. Becker connected
immediately with Chapman’s down-to-earth personality, and was impressed by the holistic, land-focused approached
that Chapman wanted reflected in every element of the Somerston brand.

In 2008, Becker's Michael Austin and Highflyer brands were merged with Somerston’s Priest Ranch brand. Plans soon
developed for an additional brand under the name “Somerston” and then Becker began building, block by block, a
vision for a wine brand and wine country experience like no other.

In Becker’s free time, which is extremely limited these days (as is to be expected from someone at the helm of an
ambitious and multi-faceted project like Somerston, not to mention a father of three), Becker enjoys spending time
with his family, gardening with his girls, woodworking (he hand-built many of the features in his St. Helena home) and
flying planes. He admits, however, that he'll be grounded until he sees Somerston successfully off the ground, which,
with Becker at the controls, is a sure to be a high-flying success.
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